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Outside the snow may fall, the carolers may 

chant and the sleigh bells may ring, but the real 
reason for Christmas Spirit lies deep down inside 
the warm, heartfelt wishes folk feel for their 

fellowmen. this wish you, our subscribers 

and friends, very merry Christmas and bless- 

ing from God for you and your which 

these candles symbolize. 


THE STAR STAFF 


Vol. No. Dec. 1946 


RADIATING THE LIGH 


RADIATING THE LIGHT TRUTH HANSEN'S DISEASE. 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine National Lep- 
rosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 

The views expressed THE STAR are those the patients the Marine Hos- 
pital, Carville, Louisiana, and not necessarily those the Medical Staff except the 
case direct quotation. 

Subscription price $1.00 year. Patients may subscribe for themselves for their 
families for 50¢ year. 
Address all communications THE STAR, CARVILLE, LOUISIANA. 


Entered second-class matter October 11, 1944, the post office Carville, La. 
under the Act March 1870. 


STAFF 
Stanley Stein. ....... Editor Ann Page........ Assoc. Editor Treas. 
Roland Plant Superintendent 


Marie Michael-In Charge Comp. Room Nick Farrel- Charge Fress Room 
Circulation Manager- Paul Jang 


Compositors Pressmen Typists Proof Readers Circulation Dept. 
Dave Laddes Arthur Sands Desel Martha Ellis Anderson 
Kitty Solano Oscar Ramirez Jerris Muriel Brown Harry Martin 
Betty Lou Julio Medeo Betty Hornbostel Hank Simon 
Albert Martin Hilda Jane Brown Mike Guerra 
Inocencio Delgado Sampson 

Thomas 


Liaison representative-Mrs. McCormick, Destrehan, Louisiana. 


order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and 
before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for examination, there 
must change the attitude the public toward the disease Any scheme for 
the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public 

Recommendation World Conferencee Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 

FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE 
The medical world classes disease com- 
municable.’’ the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these States, 
Hansen’s disease rarely communicated contacts 
that from the public health standpoint might consider- 
practically non-communicable disease. 

The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty two years 
ago. date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease.- 
Doctors and nurses take very precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-anually 
for short periods. 
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THREE CHRISTMASSES SANTO TOMAS 


Gertrude Hornbestel 


Editor’s Note: It’s cheerful news from home 
for Major and Mrs. Hornbostel pictured 
bove. Mrs. Hornbostel, patient this hos- 
pital, interested our community 
affairs. elected the Presidency 
our local lodge 86. American Federation 
the Physically Handicapped, she serves also 
the Patients’ Federation Assembly and 
enthusiasitic member THE STAR 
The Major resides the neighborhood or- 
der visit with his wife A.M. to7 P.M. 
has affiliated with our local American Le- 
gion Post. 

The unprecedented wave publicity which 
preceded the Hornbostel’s arrival Carville 
last June, made the country conscious our 
never before. Both the Major and 

Irs. Hornbostel are one with our ‘‘War 

These gallant people have brought the same 
courageous spirit their present experience 
which carried them through the ordeal the 
war years, related vividly Mrs. Hornbos- 
tel here. 

may seem funny you, but 
having hard time trying remember 
just what did that first Christ- 
mas Santo Tomas 1342. The whole 
experience being war prisoner was 
very disagreeable throughout that have 
been trying very hard forget it, and 
seem have accomplished very well. 
now seems just like very bad dream 
which took three years out our lives, 


though cannot say that didn’t profit 
from them greater human 
ing and appreciation life and freedom 
according our precepts. can now real- 
think and talk and write with convic- 
tion the subject which formerly sim- 
ply took for granted. 

much had happened during that 
first year which had started with defeat 
after defeat for us. the early part the 
year used have see Jap bombers 
pass over Sto. Tomas headed for Bataan 
drop their missiles where many 
had husbands, brothers, sons. Then came 
the fall Bataan and was sometime 
before the first civilians were sent and 
got the first word our families. 
heard through one, Buddy Butler, that 
husband was well and had been pro- 
moted from Captain Later after 
Corregidor fell and the Army and Navy 
nurses were brought into Sto. Tomas, 
heard the infamous March Death 
from Eataan with all the horrible details 
and knew what our loved ones must have 
suffered. heard fall Hong- 
kong and Singapore. later the year 
got first official post card from 
husband Camp Cabanatuan. Only 
words were allowed but card said 
that was excellent health and not 
much more. 


the following day heard through 
our Camp doctor that word had come 
that husband had been very ill with 
cerebral malaria but that was now out 
danger and getting well fast. Cerebral 
malaria the worst type and only the 
toughest live through it, but husband 
belonged ‘‘Casey’s who 
according the ‘‘History the Second 
World War’’ Henry Steele 
Commader, were ‘‘a rag tag 
bunch American and Filipino Mining 
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Engineers and demolition experts whose 
story read almost like phantastic Alice 
Wonderland epic War.’’ that 
may, was glad didn’t know 
until was well out danger. 

Then came our first real victorious ac- 
tion—-Guadalcanal. That put heart into 
our camp and gave inkling 
how this war was going fought. 
Since the fall Manila all had heard 
thought that help was directly the way 
Bataan and then Corregidor fell and 
still heard only that was the 
got forlorn feeling that some- 
thing was very much wrong and be- 
gan figure out how long might take. 
Some figured having stay Sto. 
Tomas five six years and were putting 
supplies all sorts they could get 
them through the gate and past the 
Jap guards. Some jokesters were going 
round saying: according 
international law they can hold you for 
only ten years’’. But things began look 
better, though conditions the camp nat- 
urally became worse with each spanking 
gave the Japs. But didn’t mind now. 

that time food was still allowed 
brought into the camp way the 
gate, and clothing, although not the 
best, was available through Filipino firm 
which had established daily contact 
the lobby the main building until they 
were caught selling their goods 
credit American dollars payable after 
the war. That was the end for them. But 
lasted until after the first Christmas 
and naturally all the mamas were very 
busy cutting and sewing toys for the 
children. Much ingenuity was shown 
what they accomplished dolls and 
animals. Christmas party was held 
for the little children with cookies and 
cakes and ice cream and somehow even 


tree was procured. Midnight Mass was 
allowed attended the Catholics 
the camp Sto. Tomas Chapel next 
door, and the Protestant Minister also 
held service the garden. Food was 
sent through the gate practically ev- 
ery internee, from and Chinese 
friends, houseboys and cooks, washer- 
women and clerks and office boys. There 
was food enough for all, and spirit 
Christmas prevailed spite bed-bugs 
and japs. 

During the second year things gradual- 
became tougher and tougher. Jap 
Commandants changed several times. 
new camp was opened about miles 
south Manila Los Banos, and 800 
our young men and boys were sent there. 
ater more internees, including women 
and children, were sent there. The last 
shipment, November 1943, included 
our youngst daughter Johanna. Although 
were not supposed to, managed 
get few things her for Christmas. 
Shortly after that not even letters were al- 
lowed sent, had been the custom, 
though censored for the Japs board 
censorship composed our own men. 
Even so, managed send short notes 
back and forth. The men our camp, be- 
ginning November. started make toys 
for the children out lumber. bamboo and 
whatever they could lay their hands on, 
and the women made toys 1942, but 
with this difference time they had 
scraps and old clothes. But 
they managed very nicely and distribution 
the toys was arranged loading the 
things tables front the building 
the lawn. 

Distribution the toys was happy 
occasion for the little ones until the Com- 
mandant came strutting accross 
and tried play Santa Claus. 
didn’t make hit with the children and 
couldn’t help but overhear scme the un- 
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remarks made his hear- 
ing some the youngsters. When 
discovered wasn’t very popular even 
with our children, decided leave 
hurry. 

Food, this time, was scarce Ma- 
nila, but still had pretty good Christ- 
mas dinner sent our friends from 
outside, and did many others. con- 
sisted boiled chicken with few trim- 
mings. But were told that after this 
more food could sent through the 
gate. Nothing more came 
went out. 

February 1944, old man was 
taken out our camp the military 
police. few days later more men were 
arrested they returned from official 
drug buying expedition outside drug 
store, accompanied Jap guard. Two 
days following this incident, our son was 
arrested after thorough search our, 
confiscated, along with some maps 
Pacific Islands, and old useless radio 
knob and some extremely old radio 
the insulation which was deterio- 
rated that not even very stupid radio 
man would have thought using it. 
had been using bind the wooden 
handle kitchen knife. All 
separately inspected 
unscrewing pencil and 
looking inside, breaking compact 
look behind the mirror. When they were 
through, the place looked cyclone 
had struck it. boy was taken out and 
first and the others were kept fairly 
good quarters near the Malacanang Pal- 
ace Manila. Cur Committee made rep- 
resentations the Japs and wanted 
know why they were taken away, but 
were given explanation. about two 
months thereafter heard nothing. 
Then learned that the old man, who 
was the first removed from our camp, 
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had died starvation old Bilibid pris- 
because could not eat rice which 
was their only ration. Next learned 
that his son Johnnie (who had not been 
interned because was born ilipi- 
mother) had been executed. inally, 
after about 2144 months terrible anxie- 
ty, word came that boy was all right. 
But still one knew what had happen- 
where they were until one day 
colored man who was caught Zambales 
Province and after six months imprison- 
ment, was brought into our camp. 
brought bag mangoes from our 
son. long last knew was well. 
was not only well. but was also able 
get This man told part the 
story how our son, Earl. 
year sentences-in the New Bilibid Prison 
Muntinglupa. they were able 
have fresh vegetables from the prison gar- 


-den where worked, and that had 


found among the prisoners many Filipino 
and Chinese friends, who received him 
with open arms. also had message for 
one Earl’s friends our 
worry, took the rap detract attention 
from And the Japs never did find 
the radio had camp. con- 
sisted being accused, together with the 
others, being instrumental bringing 
transcribed news from the outside, and 
Earl’s name had been found list 
names which the old son had 
his house. 

September 21, 1944 our forces made 
their first air raid Manila. Nine Jap 
planes that were having target practice 
over the city the time were brought 
down within few minutes before our 
very eyes. The morale the whole camp 
rose enormously and every one was 
high spirits. was whole month before 
the next raid came along, but after that 
they came more often and grew inten- 
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sity. After that first raid, orders came 
trom the Jap Commandant that one 
was caught watching the planes dur- 
ing air raid. The penalty: hours 
standing the sun from the Jap 
guard house without food water, look- 
ing the sun! But that didn't stop 
from watching. 

News came about this time, through 
the underground, that twu jail— treaks 
had been accomplished the New Bili- 
bid prison through guesrrillas and two 
truck loads prisoners escaped. 
Those that had escaped were all ex-Army 
men who had refused take the oath 
allegiance which the Japs forced all 
Army prisoners prerequisite free- 
dom. These jail breaks caused all other 
prisoners placed solitary confine- 
ment and very thin rations, and our 
son Earl was one them. this time, 
St. Tomas had been 140 grams 
either rice corn day since May. 
This was being cooked into thin soup 
called lugao and hadn’t been for the 
occasional addition few greens and 
thimbleful corned beef per person, 
would not have survived. was only with 
the help very courageous Filipino 
that this was made possible, and 
the food sneaked the way went the 
children. The oldsters were dying the 
rate from day this time and 
Shortly Thereafter heard that Red Cross 
shipment had arrived and would dis- 
tributed for Christmas, but all ever 
saw was the empty centainers 
Klim, Corned Beef, Hershery’s cocoa, 
ets., the Jap’ garbage pit. The Catho- 
lic Women’s League Manila and the 
wives foreign residents got together and 
sent food shipment St. Tomas 
Christmas Eve. This consisted about 
eggs and canned milk for the chil- 
dren, kilo each mongo beans, rice and 
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sugar for each internee. Cur own guards 
the inner gate saw arrive, but was 
turned back the Japs who said that 
had enough food already aud didn’t need 
it. all felt bitter, but consoled our- 
sleves with the thought that wouldn’t 
long now. had received official 
post card from husband the first 
December which had been written Novem- 
ber 15th, saying that didn’t think they 
would ship him out the now. 
They tried all right and got him and the 
others far Manila, but theywere nev- 
able ship them further. least 
knew that was alive Chrisimzs, But 
what was happening the boy 
Bilibid Prison and how our young daugh- 
ter was faring the Los Banos Camy, 
were not too happy thoughts for Christ- 
mas. Eesides myself, the were many oth- 
ers who had their worries Christmas 
day 1944. Many had relatives the 
other camp and least two wives had 
husbands Nen Bilibid Prison 

was still Christmas and had saved can 
Prem out 1943 Red Cross Fack- 
age, had our daughter and her 
husband. put our resources together 
and had very execllent dinner both 
had little vegetable garden, and 
since there was air raid that day, 
were able get together her shack. 
Our grandson received little wooden 
wheelborrow his dad had made him. 
gave little pillow made many color- 
scraps which still using today. 
This the way most who had fam- 
ilies spent our last Christmas St. Tomas. 
had all saved least something 
through the year and this last Christ- 
mas our hopes were high for knew 
how the war was going and that could 
not much longer now. 


**Patronize our 
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REPORT THE SECOND PAN-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
LEPROSY 
Dr. Faget, Medical Officer Charge U.S. Marine Hospital 


Editor’s Note: Through the courtesy Dr. 
Faget, are privileged present our 
readers abridgment his report this 
important Conference the Surgeon General 
the United States Public Health Service. 

eK * 

opinion the Second Pan-Amer- 
ican Conference Leprosy, held Rio 
Janeiro October 31, was great 
success spite the language difficulties 
which confronted some the delegates. 
Fortunately can speak French and Eng- 
lish fluently and have reading knowl- 
edge Spanish and Portugese and can 
understand these languages when spoken 
professional words. Since the great ma- 
jority contributions were Portugese 
and Spanish many the American del- 
egates who were not familiar with these 
languages had rely upon very poorly 
abstracted translation these papers into 
English. 

attendance the Second Pan-A- 
merican Conference were between and 
100 interested leprologists from large 
number the countries the Western 
Hemisphere. would judge that approx- 
imately these delegates came 
from neighboring and distant republics 
and colonies and the rest were from the 
different States Brazil. Dr. Ernest Muir 
London was the only leprologist 
the Eastern Hemisphere who attended 
the Conference. There were American 
delegates, Perry Burgess, Eugene 
Campbell, Malcolm Soule, Howard 
Karsner, G.H. Faget, F.A. Johansen, and 
Jose Rodriguez. Dr. Campbell and Dr. 
Mein the United States’ State Depart- 
ment, assigned duties Rio Janei- 
and Belem, Brazil, respectively, were 
great assistance some the American 
delegates understanding the Portugese 


contributions. 


The conference was held sections. 
and Therapeutics. Since these 
tions were held serially, all the delegates 
had the opportunity attending all 
them. Committees were appointed for 
each section consisting approximatly 
delegates each draw resolutions 
ering the work and accomplishments 
the Second Pan-American Conference. 
The American delegates were represented 
each section follows: Dr. Jo- 
hansen and Dr. Jose Rodriguez the 
Epidemiologic Section, Dr. Karsner 
the Classification Section, and Dr. 
Faget the Therapeutic Section. 

American delegate the Thera- 
peutic Committee, wish report the 
general spirit cordiality that prevailed 
the Second Pan-American Conference. 
When everything did not run smoothly 
and there was contention, was 
friendly spirit that differences opinion 
were finally adjusted. Arguments were 
limited scientific matters. The delegates 
expressed their views and convictions 
frankly, honestly, and 
manner, with the over-all purpose ob- 
taining the scientific truth revealed 
the discussion. 

the American delegate the Thera- 
peutic Committee, was honored 
ing elected President this section the 
Congress. such was able not only 
participate but guide the discussions 
along proper scientific channels. 

the Therapeutic Section the principal 
argument arose among the chaulmoogra- 
ists and the anti-chaulmoograists. Data for 
and against the therapeutic value this 
ancient remedy were submitted for con- 
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sideration. There was general agreement 
among the leprologists who had had 
perience with the new sulfone drugs 
agreed that they were effective remedies 
for leprosy. Best all, was their una- 
nimous opinion that they were active 
therapeutic agents for the lepromatous 
cases, the most malignant form the dis- 
ease. Clinical experience with promin 
diasone was reported some the doc- 
tors from Brazil, Argentina, British Gui- 
ana, Costa Rica and the United States. 
The study this new treatment leprosy 
was started the U.S. Marine Hospital 
Carville, Louisiana, the U.S. Public 
Health Service. The Medical Officer 
Charge, Dr. Faget was officially re- 
cognized the pioneer the sulfone 
therapists. was given credit for being 
the first report upon the value pro- 
min and diasone; and far the sole ex- 
perience with the newest this group, 
promizole, has been obtained among the 
patients the Carville Leprosarium un- 
der his direction. 

gratifying that many the Chaul- 
moograists, having had previous ex- 
perience with the sulfome medication, ac- 
knowledged their demonstrated favorable 
therapeutic action the lepromatous 
form the disease. They were doubt 
able arrive this decision after seeing 
the photographic exhibit the Carville 
Leprosarium the subject. These koda- 
chrome photographs patients before 
and after treatment with promin, diasone 
and promizole were undeniable evidence 
favor these remedial drugs. This ex- 
hibit, addition the photographs pro- 
jected thescreen some the 
logists who read papers the subject, 
carried more weight than the spoken 
words. Especially true this because the 
thesis were read four languages, Por- 
tugese, Spanish, English and French and 
many the delegates were not conver- 


sant with all four languages. 

The Epidemiologic Committee did very 
valuable work outlining the 
data for adequate epidemiologic study 
leprosy, particularly endemic coun- 
tries. Consideration was given the var- 
ious predisposing factors which influence 
the transmission the disease addition 
its causative agent, leprae. Criteria 
for thorough leprosy survey were indi- 
cated. and the method reporting such 
study was suggested. 

The Committee Classification drew 
the outline the New South Ameri- 
can Classification Leprosy which was 
proposed should replace the Cairo Inter- 
national Classification. Since all the 
delegates were favor the South 
merican Classification simpler and 
more adaptable classification, was sug- 
gested that the name Pan-American 
should substituted for South America. 
However, was voted the representa- 
tives the different countries attend- 
ance that this new classification should 
not considered official one, but that 
should recommended for submission 
for further study and final report the 
next International Leprosy Conference. 

Covering the entire 
sonally feel and think this feeling sha- 
red the other United States delegates 
that the Second Pan-American Confer- 
ence Leprosy was extreme impor- 
tance all the countries represented 
there their leprologists. Friendships 
were established among the delegates and 
views were exchanged between these scien- 
tific men from neighboring countries which 
will profitable all. spirit good- 
will and mutual cooperation prevailed. 
Each the representatives the various 
countries brought valuable contributions 
and each gained profitable knowledge 
return home with and spread others 
their country who are interested this 
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world-wide problem. There doubt 
that the United States delegates contrib- 
uted their share the success the meet- 
ing and are bringing back just evaluations 
the wonderful scientific progress being 
made the medical profession the 
neighboring South and Central American 
republics and the West Indies. The 
work toward the eradication Leprosy 
especially outstanding Brazil. 

The Second Pan-American Anti-Lep- 
rotic Conference was step forward 
the road towards the alleviation the 
sufferers leprosy. fitting prelude 
the next International Leprosy Confer- 
ence which proposed held Ha- 
vana, Cuba, April 1948. 

The Second Pan-American Conference 
Leprosy has opened the door new 
avenues the therapeutic field which en- 
courages further researches both the re- 
evaluation chaulmoogra oil and its de- 
rivatives and especially the establish- 
ment the sulfone drugs permanent 
basis true remedy for leprosy. For the 
leprosy patients, this Conference has sig- 
nalled brilliant advance for their wel- 
fare. Let pray that this progress will 
continue and lead the ultimate goal; 
that many patients, present segrega- 
tion, may restored health and re- 
turned home henceforth live useful 
life their community. 

The visiting delegates were invited 
visit leprosariums and preventoriums 
the States Rio Janeiro, Minas Gera- 
es, and Sao Paulo. There are States 
Brazil and each one has least one Lep- 
rosarium, few have from There 
are 20, 500 patients isolation. speak- 
ing various Brazilian leprologists, have 
been informed that there are between 40, 
000 and 50, 000 cases leprosy Brazil. 
One outstanding leprologist said that sur- 
vey would probably reveal 100,000. 


was one the American delegates who 


visited the National Anti-Leprosy Service 
Rio Janeiro which the central of- 
fice for all Brazil. There statistical data 
all cases are tabulated and filed very 
efficient punch-card system. im- 
portant department for systematizing and 
solving the serious problem which this dis- 
ease poses the health and welfare the 
general population this great country. 
sonally feel that the therapeutic field 
are transitional period. seems 
that chaulmoogra oil will gradually 
bandoned inadequate remedy for 
leprosy. The sulfone drugs will tempora- 
rily replace chaulmoogra. further stud- 
ies substantiate the good results thus far 
obtained, and there every reason that 
they will, the sulfones will adopted 
everywhere the new treatment lep- 
rosy. They will recognized the best 
remedies until better ones are discovered, 
such the case. Let hope so— fora 
true specific would solve the leprosy pro- 
blem since would more effective 
prophylactic measure than segregation. 


Even serious gathering like the Pan- 
American Conference Lepresy 
lighter Eurgess can 
vouch for that. Because his lack 
knowledge the Portuguese language, 
much his chagrin, Mr. Burgess was the 
center one those ‘‘embarrassing mo- 
the opening session the 
Conference, when Eunice Weaver began 
her address, she had spoken but few 
words when her remarks were greeted 
with applause. While had understood 
not word what she said, thought 
was but polite join the hand clap- 
ping. said, did preserve slight de- 
gree caution applauding very 
tly. was while was this act that Dr. 
Carboni leaned over and horrified 
whispering that Mrs. Weaver was refer- 
ring 
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BRAZIL COMMENDED 


was one the busiest and most 
profitable experiences have ever 
Dr. Johansen said his return 
from the Pan-American Conference. 
were busy constantly, the daily ses- 
sions lasting from until midnight, 
and really had only one day sightsee- 
ing Dr. praised the work 
the Brazilian government, its epartment 
Prophylaxis Leprosy, and the social 
advances that Brazil has made the care 
patients and their dependents 


Just prior the close the Confer- 
ence, Dr. Johansen was selected one 
group delegates call the Minis- 
ter Health, who has cabinet status 
Brazil, extend appreciation for the co- 
operation and hospitality accorded the 
delegates and their wives. 

One the most interesting experiences 
Dr. stay Brazil was 
side trip which and about other lep- 
rologists made one afternoon Sanato- 
rio Padre Bento, located miles from the 
city Sao Paulo. Padre Bento one 
the leprosaria the state Sao Faulo 
and Dr. Johansen described beau- 
tiful place, laid out like small town, and 
model efficiency. were greeted 
the entrance gates several hundred 
patients; one patient sang song wel- 
come and others shouted, ‘Viva Dr. 
Dr. Lowry Sousa Lima the 
medical superintendent Padre Bento, 
greatly beloved the patients who say 
Lowry, who expects visit Carville 
April, has staff physicians working 
with him caring for 1028 patients. 

The visitors met the patients 
the imposing auditorium the very 
modern theater. ‘‘Their theater really 
Dr. said and showed 


pictures prove marble staircase, 
black and white tile floors, elegantly fur- 
nished lounge rooms and ball room. 
Here Dr. Jo, speaking over radio hook- 
up, brought the assembled Padre Bento 
patients greetings from the Carville pa- 
tients and told them about THE STAR. 

The facilities for recreation are out- 
standing. including swimming pools. foot- 
ball and baseball fields and tennis courts. 
Patients are given the opportunity learn 
trade under the guidance expert in- 
structors. 

There are rows 
beautifully furnished, available patients 
low rental. Other cottages, modestly 
furnished, are provided for married cou- 
ples and patients are permitted build 
their own homes they wish. There are 
also dormitories for single men and wom- 
and for children. Dr. Johansen report- 
that several hundred the patients 
Padre Bento are taking promin and dia- 
sone, all showing satisfactory improve- 
ment, similar results obtained here. 

Dr. Johansen also visited the nearby 
preventorium which one the Brazil 
has for non-infected children patients. 
Mrs. Eunice Weaver who. with her hus- 
band, visited Carville this year, founded 
Brazil’s splendid system preventoria. 
The children are well cared for, educated 
and taught trades. 1,009 children tak- 
from none have the 
disease. 


appreciate word from Dr. Ernani 
Agricola, Director Leprosy 
Service Brazil, that 100 copies The 
Star, distributed the Pan-American 
Conference, were received the dele- 
gates with much interest. Dr. Agricola 
wrote that and Dr. 
sen’s participation the Conference 
contributed greatly its 
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Speaking with sincerity and under- 
standing, Dr. Williams, Assistant 
Surgeon General and Chief the Medi- 
cal Division, United States Public Health 
Service, told the United Patients Com- 
mittee that his opinion the recommen- 
dations our group outlined our 
program the National Advisory Com- 
mittee Disease, were reason- 
able. Recognizing the fact that the results 
obtained with promin and diasone seem 
indicate that for the first time now 
have drugs that are effective most cases, 
Dr. Williams was thorough accord that 
this opportune time for changing the 
archaic system now effect. obvi- 
said Dr. Williams, ‘‘that 
disease eradicated, some addition- 
number persons who have this disease 
will seek treatment.’’ (Estimates the 
number persons afflicted with Hansen’s 
disease the United States vary form 
500 3,000. the present time there are 
378 persons under treatment Carville. 

Dr. Williams flew here from Washing- 
ton spend the weekend November 23. 
had 3-hour session with the Patients 
Committee, saying, look this 
informal conference talk over things 
which are all interested.’’ was the 
first time many years that the patients 
have been given opportunity 
our problems with one the Wash- 
ington officials and were all gratified 
and much encouraged [r. Williams’ 
progressive attitude. Dr. Williams said that 
the Surgeon General was hopeful that the 
National Advisory Committee Han- 
Disease, meeting Washington 
December 17, would able present 
the P.H.S. the near future ‘‘A pro- 
gram that will forward 

matters were also 
the agenda and Dr. Williams proved just 


THE 
ENCOURAGING MEETING 


interested improving conditions here 
scale. told that Dr. Reggio. 
recently appointed head the Depart- 
ment Physical Medicine and Rehabili- 
tation the U.S.P.H.S. would soon 
come this hospital survey. 
During his stay, Dr. Williams the 
entire hospital, interested everything 
particularly the private cottages which 
some patients occupy. indicated his 
approval these cottages being condu- 
cive normal rather than 
tional life. 


Dr. Williams was met Carville 
Louis McCormick, member the 
tional Advisory Committee. and Mrs. 
McCormick Destrehan, and Claude 
Brown. National Field Secretary The 
American Legion, Little Rock, Ark., also 
the Advisory Committee, 
motoring back New Orleans and the 
airport with them. 


EYE SPECIALIST COMING 


Dr. Albert Love, now duty 
Miami, Florida, expected arrive 
Carville early January join our res- 
ident medical staff. Dr. Love 
eye, ear, nose and throat work the 
Marine Hospital Seattle, Wash. 
special importance that Dr. Love serv- 
Honolulu Leprosy Experimental 
Station where became familiar with the 
medical and social problems the dis- 
ease. According Dr. Faget, Dr. Love 
was selected for detail this hospital be- 
cause his previous experience and his 
qualifications the eye, ear, nose and 
throat field medicine. 


NOTICE SUBCRIBERS 
When sending change address THE 
STAR give old address well new. This 
necessary locate your address our files. 
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PUBLIC OPINION 

ashamed our system treat- 
ment for leper patients. have the most 
advanced methods science our com- 
mand and the best doctors the world. 
Yet this disease has the horror the old 
ages connected with it. 

When was youngster, school mate’s 
father contracted the disease. was 
very brilliant man his field. course 
was immediately isolated, but before 
was sent leprosarium shot and 
killed himself, useful life wasted because 
the horror his disease was too much 
bear. 

Now find that leprosy only slightly 
contagious and could treated adequate- 
your own physician health clinic. 
But the horror connected with the disease 
and the immediate isolation the pa- 
tient has freightened people from re- 
sponding. 

certainly seems there could more 
humane point view this disease and 
more articles concerning published 
that the public might understand more 
thoroughly. 

Flo Geries, 
Sacramento, California 


(In letters the editor --PIC 
November ‘46.) 


* KKK * 


More pictures and factual information 
your leprosarium could make the pub- 
they even suspect that they have Hansen’s 
disease. And why not? 

Mary Frances Mears, Graphologist, 
Chicago, 


Our American scientists and specialists 
undoubtedly rank with the world’s best 
the treatment Hansen’s disease, but 
they could learn lot from Brazil the 
psychological approach the treatment. 

Layona Glenn, 
Conyers, Georgia 


Dec. 


NOT ENOUGH CARVILLE 
FOR LIFE 


happened the Carville hos- 
pital story, slated for publication 
LIFE? have been buying the magazine 
every week since read the August 
STAR that was This question 
typical many that have come 
recent weeks. We, too, have wondered. 
wire LIFE brought the following 
reply: 

this point very much doubt that 
will use the Carville story. the 
science department are sorry about that, 
for were very anxious tell your story 
the public. told you before 
photographed the hospital, feel, 
you do, that there good deal mis- 
information the subject Hansen’s 
disease which needs cleared away. 
Unfortunately, however, the pictures just 


didn’t measure the standards for 
LIFE. 


The photography was not fault; 
rather was matter inherent the 
static nature the story. has always 
been difficult construct good picture 
story around the activities hospital 
group. this case, though, hoped the 
interesting and important facts the sto- 
would give the set pictures enough 
interest carry the story along. But from 
the editors’ point view, afraid 
just didn’t stand up. 


enjoyed working with you the 
story and appreciate all the cooperation 
which the patients Carville extended 
our photographer and reporter. 

October 31, 1946. 

Ethelind Munroe 

Editorial Offices LIFE Magazine 

New York, 
NOTE: The truth the matter probab- 
that there too much life this hos- 
pital for ‘‘hospital story’’, but nothing 
sensational. 
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GOLFING WITH GERRY 


Mrs. Arthur Past-President Bobby 
Unit, American Legion Auxiliary, Jef- 
ferson, La. shown holding the Legion Golf 


Trophy which her Unit presented 
Carville champ. 


The United States has its champi- 
on. The U.S. Marine Hospital has its 
champion too and from the low scores 
that have been turned in, Ben Hogan, 
Sam Snead and the rest had better look 
their Laurels. 

November the American Legion golf 
tournament was completed and new 
champion crowned. Al, shooting excellent 
golf all the way, downed hard fighting 
rival, Rendon, win and 

One week later the Patients’ Federation 
had its annual tournament with large 
turnout. came through again and left 
doubt anyone’s mind that was 
event. Cowboy took Class and Oscar 
came with Class money. 

Here writing about champs and 
never win anything. guess better 
out and practice for the BIG STAR (plug) 
Golf Tournament next spring. 


the 


Patients start initial ride 
station wagon 


‘‘Words are inadequate express the ap- 
preciation feel for the wonderful ride 
enjoyed the station wagon through the 
courtesy the L2gion and through your per- 
sonal efforts arranging the trip. This out- 
ing will remain bright spot our memories 
many dull, routine years here.’’ 


The above one the letters received 
the Commander our Legion Fost 
from group patients who took two 
hour ride the station wagon around 
the country side. Several these patients 
had not been outside the gates this 
hospital years. The Legion will 
continue arrange these trips for pa- 
tients who are unable take vacations. 

The station wagon has also made its 
first long trip and very successful one 
was carrying group patients points 
Texas. From now ona busy schedule 
ahead. 

Mrs. Charles Gilbert, Past National 
President the American Legion 
iary who conceived the idea the station 
wagon, and the Auxiliary Units through- 
out the nation who made this gift possible 
should have extra warm glow this 
Yuletide radiating from the happiness 
they have brought others —the patients 
this hospital. 


Dr. and Mrs. Howard Bosler, Gar- 
kida, Nigeria, West Africa, fur- 
lough and their daughter, Miss Ester Gene 
Bosler, New Paris, Indiana were recent 
interested visitors this horpital. 


THE STAR Dec. 


CHRISTMAS CARVILLE 


Good cheer will brimming over the 
holiday spirit will circulating every- 
where the evening Sunday, 
cember 22nd., when THE STAR sponsors 
its first annual community Christmas tree. 

The entire patient body has been in- 
vited gather for this festive occasion 
and plans are buzzing make tne even- 
ing one that will long remembered. 

the center the ballroom giant 
Christmas tree will sparkle with lights 
made especially for the Tulane 
Housing Project and ornamented with 
colorful decorations sent the Junior 
merican Legion Auxiliary. Each and every 
patient receive beautiful gift from 
our friends, the Edgewater and Sunny- 
side girls the Bell Telephone 
Company, Chicago. course old Santa 
Claus himself will hand and re- 
freshments egg nog, coffee, cake and 
candy will bountiful. 

Our Voiture Locale arranging 
with Mrs. Hokenson and Baton Rouge 
Voyageurs 
There will white Christmas ballet, 
specialty numbers and community carol- 
ing. 

Harry Martin general chairman ar- 
rangements assisted THE Social 
Committee; Miracle, Kitty, Nick and 
Michael. fact our entire staff busy 
completing details for the party. 


Invitations have gone forth thirty 
the young people this hospital for Sr. 
Lucille’s annual Christmas tree. This 
year’s affair will held the music 
room Friday, December 20. 


heard the bells Christmas Day 

Their old familiar music play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 

Peace Earth, Good Will Men! 
--Henry Wadsworth 


The beautiful red velvet curtains our 
local theatre will open Christ- 
mas Eve group thirty choristers 
who will fill our hearts with the true spirit 
Christ’s Nativity rendering the Can- 
tata, THE CHRISTMAS ROSE. This group 
choristers consists the Natural mu- 
sic club and the Gay Troubadors. who 
annually give performance open the 
Yuletide Season. Commencing with the 
jubilant rendition Isaiah’s prophecy 
Forth into and closing with 
the appealing Jesu Pietro 
Yon, the Christmas story will told 
song and tableaux vivantes. 


The holiday season will brighter one 
here this year because the interest 
new group friends, Delta Sigma Epsi- 
lon Sorority. Miss Elizabeth Daniel 
Warensburg. Missouri, National President 
the Sorority, and Mrs. Wilbur Stout 
Mississippi. General Province Chair- 
were Carville Sunday, Decem- 
ber meet the United Patients’ Com- 
They are planning extensive 
social service program. Meanwhile, eager 
participate our Christmas festivities, 
they have sent several albums Christ 
mas recordings and special treat packages 
are the way for the patients. 


the most promising year date. for the 
patients this hospital Dancing will 
from Baton Rouge. This will mark the 
first time that entertainment has been 
permitted after avors and noise 
makers will order and refreshments 
will served during the evening. 

While the dance will sponsored 
the Federation for the whole patient bod- 
there will many private parties go- 
ing well. 
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Mrs. Emmanuel Jones McAllen, 
Texas, Founder and National Command- 
the Navy Mothers’ Club, (center) 
visited this hospital recentiy. Accompany- 
ing Mrs. Jones Carville were Mrs. 
Adams (left) and Mrs. V.E. 
(right) the Baton Rouge Club. 

The Navy are taking special 
and friendly interest the service 
men who are patients this hospital, 
sending baskets fruit monthly. They 
are planning Christmas treat for the 
local and they have gener- 
ous contribution our sports fund for 
quipment light the softball field. 


Guests the November meeting our 
Legion Post were Perry Lucas, Command- 
er, Jack Gillespie, Adjutant and James 
Lofton, Publicity Chairman, all Capital 
City Chapter, Disabled American Veterans 
and members the Nicholson Post, the 
American Legion, Eaton Rouge. 


Mr. and Mrs. Broker Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania, were snapped our 
tea garden during their two day visit here 
November. Mr. Broker Crusader 
Field Commander, Eastern District (com- 
prising states) the International 
Church the Four Square Gospel. After 
hearing Amazing Truth about Han- 
sen’s Disease’’ lecture given Harold 
Chalfant, our traveling ambassador. the 
Brokers determined visit this hospital 
that they could better serve our cam- 
paign for public enlightenment. They are 
work with thousands young people 
youth rallies and summer camps and Mr. 
Broker, like Harold Chalfant, believes 
that youth presents fertile field. 


Miss Lucille Price, R.N. and Medical 
Missionary Iowa, was here for two 
weeks November for study prior 
leaving for Liberia where she will work 
with Hansen’s disease patients. 


our November issue reported that. 

THE STAR had recently received letters 
from patients leprosaria five conti- 
nents. gave excerpts from letters from 
Asia, Africa, and Europe. Here are ex- 
cerpts from from Austra- 
lia and South America. 
Peel Island Lazaret, Via Brisbane, Queens- 
land, Australia, recently saw 
copy ThE STAR and was very inter- 
ested the articles promin and dia- 
sone, are waiting supplies from 
the U.S.A. start treatment here. 
have read few articles Medical Jour- 
nals but feel that could obtain fuller 
insight and truer perspective its effects 
from patient who has received 
treatment. All here consider THE STAR 
great way publicizing the disease 
its correct light. are not numerous 
enough here print, yet, but hope 
later and then may able exchange 
editorials, etc. 

amusing piece your paper 


the Yankee mind runs parallel with 
Aussie brain: new patient here 


occasion for much elbow bending. 
also have thorough form unknown 
grapevine news service gleaning particu- 
lars the new arrival days before ap- 
pearance made and then he, she 
subject close scrutiny and third de- 
(This sounds like Carville.) 
Herminio Agosta Sanatoria Santo 
Angelo, Estacao Jundiapeba, Sao Pau- 
lo, Brazil, requested copies The Star ex- 


THE STAR 


plaining, will easily understand our 
interest receiving your magazine when 
tell you that has already been men- 
tioned several times our newspapers, 
becoming more than curiosity 

STAR turns here there, one 
continent another. When patients read 
progress being made the U.S. 
treating the disease and the effort that 
being made promote modern con- 
cept the problem, they are encouraged 
and want learn more about what 
going on. call patients with Han- 
sen’s disease all over the world send 
news and views the conditions af- 
fecting them. 


THE PRESS REPORTS THAT 

Cambridge University England plans 
Indian herb for leprosy. 
The extraction Large quan- 
tities the herb, have been 
ordered from Cylon. 

Leprosy probably transmitted 
cockroaches and not individual con- 
tact Dr. Bernard 
worker Rhodesia, South Africa, said 
October after years research. 

said found what had every ap- 
pearance being bacilli slides 
made from cockroaches fed infected 
material. even found bacilli some 
cockroaches which were not known 
have been contact with infected ma- 
terial. 

Moiser reports his findings 
disease’ the LEPROSY REVIEW, The 
Quarterly Publication British Em- 
pire Leprosy Relief Association. Excerpts 
from this paper will appear early 
issue THE STAR. 


**Subscribe THE STAR** 
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PEACE EARTH MEN GOOD WILL 


Looking from the levee, Protestant 
Chapel the foreground and 
Catholic Chapel background. 


During the half hour preceding Mid- 
night Mass Christmas Eve, the patient 
choir the Sacred Heart Chapel will sing 
the traditional carols: While Shepherds 
Watched their Flocks, Lovely Infant 
treble trio), Jesus Bambino, 
Joe Ruano and mixed chorus, and 
Silent Night. Solemn High Mass will 
sung Father Abbot Paul assisted two 
visiting clergymen from St. Benedict, 
Louisiana. The two-part male choir will 
render the Proper Parts the Mass 
while the men and choir will 
sing antiphonally the Gregorian Missa 
Angelis The Offertory selection will 
the traditional Adeste Fideles the mix- 
chorus. Midnight services will 
concluded the jubilant 

Christmas morning, the visiting 


priest will celebrate three Masses, 


mencing 7:30. During the last Mass, 
Christmas carols will again sung. and 
the ceremony will close with Benediction 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

This the fourteenth Christmas that 
Father Abbot Paul has served the patients 
this hospital. 


Rev. and Mrs. Rash’s service began 
Dec. ‘41. 


Christmas will observed the Prot- 
estant Church with special services. 

Sunday morning, December 22d 
9:45 Christmas music and message. 


Sunday afternoon, December 22d 


2:30 Christmas program and gift service. 
this service patients and visitors will 
have parts the program. 

Christmas morning 9:45 special 
service praise and worship honor 
the Christ Child. 

All, patients and personel cordially wel- 
come all the Christmas services. 

Clifton Rash, Pastor. 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS:- Chaplain 
and Mrs. Clifton Rash and Rev. and 
Mrs. Wayne Rash extended the sea- 
son’s greetings the readers 
STAR. all the patients, all the per- 
sonel, the readers who have visited 
Carville and the Chaplain’s home and 
who are now other states and many 
mission fields throughout the world. May 
peace and joy the gifts for every reader. 


Rev. Wayne Rash, son Chaplain 
and Mrs. Clifton Rash; well known 
the patients and the personnel, sup- 
plied the pulpit for his father during the 
latters trip California. Rev. Wayne has 
accepted appointment the staff 
the American Mission. and Venita, 
his wife will leave for Cleveland, Ohio, 
shortly after Christmas begin their 
new work the Cleveland office 
association with Secretary George 
Southwell. 


The happy Christmas comes once more, 

The Heavenly Guest the door, 

The blessed words the shepherds thrill! 

The joyous tidings Peace, good will! 
—Longfellow 
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mid-September Elvira and Bee went 
vacation trip Texas. Iwo weeks 
later they returned both wearing wedding 
rings and armed with their marriage cer- 
tificate prove their right wear them. 

day two after their return Mary 
Ruth and Darrel set out trip and 
they, too, didn’t disappoint the patient 
body but returned from their honeymoon, 
also both wearing wedding rings, very 
happy about the whole thing. 

two couples, all the Roman 
Catholic faith, were married the 
Church and. they agree, had they known 
would simple have been 
Mr. and Mrs. Martinez, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Broussard long ago. 

congratulate you and hope that you 
will find much happiness the rest 
Carville’s married set despite the limita- 
tions imposed married couples here. 

Speaking marriage, House 19-2 
rapidly becoming the married 
house. Cut rooms (for 
women patients) and married cou- 
ples here the rooms are occupied 
wives the patients. 


we've stated before there are 
private homes for all these couples and 
those not fortunate enough own one, 
able secure permission build one, 
live apart more time than they are to- 
gether. 

Two married couples, lucky enough 
have cottages, are now cooking gas 
pense course, patients. Although 
there power house here and steam heat 
generated home base for the colony 
not available most our private 
homes. desire spend the winter 
some method heating them. 

The Greys and the Simons dug deep 


ALL AROUND THE TOWN 


their pocket books and invested several 
hundred each Butane gas sys- 
tems for heating and cooking their re- 
spective cottages. his will mean they will 
have year round homes sum- 
mer cottages. 


Discharges are coming with such regu- 
larity that despite the fact that are 
for each dischargee sometimes 
slip reporting them. October 
there were two lucky candidates and 
November four. The entire patient body 
earnestly hopes that those you able 
leave will able stay not- 
withstanding inflation which apparent- 
with us. 

One November dischargee, Hazel, who 
has been patient years with 
negative test boost her spirits, took 
promin intramuscular injection rath- 
than intravenous and some two years 
turned the trick. 


Again this year proudly display the 
Christmas Séal each our Decem- 
ber STARS. These are the gift Mrs. 
(Steve) McCormick, Destrehan, Loui- 
siana, who annually active their sale 
all other worthwhile projects the 
year round. 

Carville’s younger generation, the 
school children, are again enrolled the 
National Junior Red Cross. 
dren are rightfully proud belonging 
such wonderful organization and deep- 
appreciative the letters, greeting 
cards and gifts they receive from other 
Junior Red Cross groups throughout the 
Southeastern area. 

have always thought Christmas 
ant time, when men and women seem one 
consent open their shut-hearts freely, --and 
say, God Bless It. 

--Charles Dickens. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact ti.at among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence :nfection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the ieprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds perscns from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
asingle member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remark- 
able record, considering that this hos- 
pital located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium can point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the the 
communicability Eansen’s disease. 


Since the bacil- 
lus, attempts been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have 
met the requirement for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able him- 
self other human volunteers at- 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen. Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle organisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are sub- 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star entirety hand 


set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 
not forwarded. 
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